U.S. Patent No. 7,331,443 
U.S. Patent Application No.: 10/829,837 
Attorney Docket No.: 60291.000023 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Application Number : 10/829,837 Confirmation No.: 5401 

Applicant : Hans-Juergen Schoenke 

Filed : April 22, 2004 

Title : Vertical Parallel Transportation of Caps 

TC/ArtUnit : 3651 

Examiner: : James R. Bidwell 

Docket No. : 60291.000023 

Customer No. : 21967 

Patent No.: : 7,331,443 Issued: Feb. 19,2008 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Attn: Certificate of Corrections Branch 

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION OF PATENT 
UNDER 37 CFR 1.322(a) and 37 CFR 1.323 

Sir: 

It is respectfully requested that a Certificate of Correction be issued in the above- 
identified patent. 

Attached are two properly completed Certificate of Correction Forms (PTO-1050). It is 
requested that these forms be certified by the Commissioner, with one form being returned to the 
undersigned attorney. Also attached, as a representative Office record, is the communication 
received by the Office on July 30, 2007. Also attached is the amended form PTOL 85, submitted 
October 30, 2007. The undersigned attorney is the attorney of record for the assignee as 
evidenced by Power of Attorney filed October 27, 2004. 
Correction Under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .322(a) 

The attached Certificate of Correction Forms (PTO-1050) include the following 
corrections: 


U.S. Patent No. 7,331,443 
U.S. Patent Application No.: 10/829,837 
Attorney Docket No.: 60291.000023 

• Column 9, line 62, "scheduled" should be changed to —selected—. 

• Column 10, line 62, -defining a— should be inserted before "feed hopper" 

It is respectfully submitted that these are typographical errors of the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office. This can be seen, for example, in the attached 37 C.F.R. § 1.312 response 
received by the USPTO on July 30, 2007, which was entered by the Examiner on August 3, 
2007. 

Correction Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.323 

The attached Certificate of Correction Forms (PTO-1050) also include the following 
additional correction: 

• On the front of the patent, the assignee should be changed from "Amcor Limited, 
Abbotsford Victoria (AU)" to -SILGAN Holdings, Inc. — 

An assignment from Amcor Limited to Silgan Holdings, Inc. was recorded in the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office on August 1 1, 2006 under reel/frame 01 8087/0591 . The issue fee 
was paid on July 23, 2007. On October 30, 2007, the attached amended form PTOL 85 was 
submitted showing the correct name of the assignee. 
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U.S. Patent No. 7,331,443 
U.S. Patent Application No.: 10/829,837 
Attorney Docket No.: 60291.000023 


The Commissioner is authorized to deduct the fee of $100.00 pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 
1.20(a) and the processing fee of $130.00 pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(i) for a total of $230.00 
from the undersigned's Deposit Account No. 50-0206. If any variance between this amount and 
the charges that are determined to be due, the Commissioner is authorized to credit any 
overpayment or charge any additional fees to the undersigned's Deposit Account No. 50-0206. 


Hunton & Williams LLP 
1900 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006- 11 09 
Telephone: (202) 955-1500 
Facsimile: (202) 778-2201 


Respectfully submitted, 



Hunton & Williams LLP 


Dated: A*'! 
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PTO/SB/44 (09-07) 
Approved for use through 08/31/2010. OMB 0651-0033 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to resocnd to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB contra! number. 
(Also Form PTO-1 050) 


PATENT NO. 
APPLICATION NO. 
ISSUE DATE 


UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 

Page 1 of 1 

7,331,443 


10/829,387 
19 Feb 2008 
inventoR(S) : Hans-JuergenSCHOENKE 

It is certified that an error appears or errors appear in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent 
is hereby corrected as shown below: 

Column 9, line 62, "scheduled" should be changed to -selected-. 
Column 10, line 62, -defining a- should be inserted before "feed hopper". 

On the front of the patent, the assignee should be changed from "Amcor Limited, Abbotsford Victoria (AU)" to - 
SILGAN Holdings, Inc.— 


MAILING ADDRESS OF SENDER (Please do not use customer number below): 
HUNTON & WILLIAMS LLP 
1900 K Street, NW, Suite 1200 
Washington, DC 20006-1109 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.322, 1.323, and 1.324. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file 
(and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1.0 hour to 
complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for s uei - t i, I , i-n - , i 1 e r thi m i ,i i nicer 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED 
FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS Send TO: Attention Certificate of Corrections Branch. Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 
VA 22313-1450. 


If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 
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APPLICATION NO.: 10/829,387 

ISSUE DATE : 19 Feb 2008 

INVENTOR(S) : Hans _ Juergen SCHOENKE 

It is certified that an error appears or errors appear in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent 
is hereby corrected as shown below: 

Column 9, line 62, "scheduled" should be changed to -selected-. 
Column 10, line 62, -defining a- should be inserted before "feed hopper". 

On the front of the patent, the assignee should be changed from "Amcor Limited, Abbotsford Victoria (All)" to - 
SILGAN Holdings, Inc.— 


MAILING ADDRESS OF SENDER (Please do not use customer number below): 
HUNTON & WILLIAMS LLP 
1900 K Street, NW, Suite 1200 
Washington, DC 20006-1109 

This coliection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.322, 1.323, and 1324 The information is required to obtain or retain a bene 
(and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14 This collection is 
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If you need assistance in completing the farm, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 


APPLN. NO. 10/083,249 

312 Amdt. dated July 30, 2006 


IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


Application : 10/829,387 Confirmation No.: 5401 

Number 

Applicant : Hans-Juergen SCHOENKE 

Filed : April 22, 2004 

Title : VERTICAL PARALLEL TRANSPORTATION OF CAPS 

TC/Art Unit : 3651 

Examiner: Rashmi K. SHARMA 

Docket No, : 60291 .000023 

Customer No. : 21967 


Mail Stop Amendment 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

AMENDMENT/RE SPONSE UNDER 37 C.F.R. S 1.312 

Sir: 

This amendment is filed pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .312. Applicant respectfully 
requests entry of the Amendment. 

• Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the "Listing of Claims" 
section which begins on page 2 of this paper. 

• Remarks begin on page 8 of this paper. 
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APPLN.NO. 10/083,249 

31 2 Amdt. dated July 30, 2007 

LISTING OF CLAIMS 

The following ciaims replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

1 . (Previously Presented) A Device adapted for conveying metallic closures in an 
upward direction from a collecting place to a release place, 

wherein the metallic closures are selected to be in a correct position during 
conveying in order to release at the release place only the correctly positioned 
closures in one row of closures following one another closely; 
the conveyer device having a conveyer belt adapted for the upward transport of 
the metallic closures and having a sensor and discharge device for detecting 
wrong-positioned closures and for lateral discharge of individual wrong- 
positioned closures; 

wherein along a course of the conveyer belt upstream of the sensor and 
discharge device, a bar is arranged above the conveyer belt, the bar terminating 
after the sensor and discharge device, and adapted supply more than one row of 
metallic closures next to one another towards the sensor and discharge device, 
and; 

discharge at the sensor and discharge device wrong-positioned metallic closures 
from the more than one row, and; 

guide together the more than one row into the one row of closures following one 
another closely in the course of the conveyer belt and after the sensor and 
discharge device. 

2. (Previously Presented) The Device according to claim 1 , wherein the conveyer 
belt is a continuous conveyer belt. 

3. (Previously Presented) The Device according to claim 1 , wherein the bar is 
arranged above a surface of the conveyer belt at a fixed position with respect to the 
surface of the conveyer belt, suitable for transport of the closures. 
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APPLN. NO. 10/083,249 

31 2 Amdt. dated July 30, 2007 

4. (Previously Presented) The Device according to claim 1 , wherein the discharge 
device has at least two discharge heads, which are aligned in directions pointing 
opposite one another, for the discharge of wrong-position closures at both sides of 
the conveyer belt. 

5. (Previously Presented) The Device according to claim 1 , wherein the sensor 
device and the discharge device are arranged at a distance in longitudinal direction 
of the conveyer belt. 

6. (Previously Presented) The Device according to claim 1 , wherein sensors of the 
sensor and discharge device are height-adjustable with respect to the bar or with 
respect to the conveyer belt. 

7. (Previously Presented) The Device according to claim 1 , wherein an elongated 
magnetic device extends as far as the sensor and discharge device, in the region 
thereof and is arranged below the conveyer belt or below one strand of the conveyer 
belt, the magnetic device has a width which is shaped according to the conveyer 
belt, so that the magnetic device extends to both sides of the bar. 

8. (Previously Presented) The Device according to claim 1 , wherein the bar is a 
central bar, so that an essentially same-width belt portion of the conveyer belt is on 
both sides as the left and on the right of the bar. 

9. (Previously Presented) The Device according to claim 1 , wherein a guiding- 
together region is provided following the sensor and discharge device for guiding- 
together of the several rows of closures and for forming a row of closures following 
one another closely. 

10. (Cancelled) 

11. (Cancelled) 

12. (Cancelled) 


3 


APPLN. NO. 10/083,249 

31 2 Amdt. dateo July 30, 2007 

13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Cancelled) 

1 5. (Previously Presented) The Device according to claim 1 , wherein a guide 
member-has a nose section which points in the direction of the sensor and discharge 
device, and is arranged pivotably at a distance from the sensor and discharge 
device. 

16. (Previously Presented) The Device according to claim 15, wherein the guide 
member has an essentially triangular, elongated shape and one of a pivotable 
bearing and an axis of a bearing is arranged at a top comer of the guide member 
having an acute angle, the top corner being opposite the nose section and close to 
the discharge (6). 

17. (Previously Presented) The Device according to claim 15, wherein the guide 
member has a guide side edge, which starts from the nose section and is inclined 
with respect to a longitudinal plane of the conveyer belt, defining a feed hopper for 
the closures between the guide side edge and a guide strip at the edge of the 
conveyer belt. 

1 8. (Previously Presented) The Device according to claim 17, wherein the guide 
strip can be adjusted for adaptation of a width of the feed hopper to different 
diameters of closure lids. 

19. (Previously Presented) The Device according to claim 15, wherein the guide 
member is supported in a resiliently flexible manner and a supporting force 
increases if the guide member is deflected from a belt central plane. 

20. (Previously Presented) The Device according to claim 15, wherein the guide 
member has two limiting stops for guide member pivoting movement to establish a 
maximum pivoting angle. 
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APPLN. No. 10/083,249 

31 2 Amot. dated July 30, 2007 


21. (Previously Presented) The Device according to claim 20, wherein the maximum 
pivoting angle lies between 10 degrees and 30 degrees, in particular between 
essentially 12 degrees and 20 degrees. 

22. (Previously Presented) The Device according to claim 17, wherein the guide 
member has a curve-shaped arched edge as a deflecting section, which is directed 
laterally outwards starting from the nose section, for deflecting closure lids away 
from the feed hopper. 

23. (Previously Presented) The Device according to claim 1 , wherein an end of the 
bar is positioned near the sensor and discharge device. 

24. (Previously Presented) The Device according to claim 1 , wherein an elongated 
magnetic device, inclined with respect to a central plane of the conveyer belt is 
arranged after the sensor and discharge device, for guiding together the at least two 
rows of closures after discharging the wrong-positioned closures. 

25. (Previously Presented) The Device according to claim 24, wherein a position of a 
second elongated magnetic device is changeable with respect to the central plane of 
the belt or has a width which is lower than the width of the first magnetic device, 
arranged upstream of the sensor and discharge device below the conveyer belt. 

26. (Previously Presented) The Device according to claim 6, wherein at least two 
sensors of the sensor and discharge device are arranged to be height-adjustable at 
the bar and the bar is arranged to be fixed in its position with respect to a surface of 
the conveyer belt. 

27. (Previously Presented) The Device according to claim 24, wherein at least one 
elongated magnetic device below the surface of the conveyer belt includes individual 
magnets run together at a particular distance and which are arranged in an 
elongated support. 
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APPLN. NO. 10/083,249 

31 2 Amdt. dated July 30, 2007 

28. (Previously Presented) The Device according to claim 27, wherein the at least 
one elongated magnetic device is arranged in a guiding-together region and an 
inclined elongated magnetic device includes a plurality of individual magnets 
arranged run together at a distance, inclined to the central plane of the conveyer 
belt. 

29. (Previously Presented) The Device according to claim 27, wherein several 
sections of the row of individual magnets have a plurality of different inclinations in 
order to achieve guiding-together of adjacent rows to one row at the release point. 

30. (Previously Presented) The Device according to claim 27, wherein two rows of 
individual magnets lying next to one another are arranged upstream of a guiding- 
together region below the conveyer belt so that they are placed on both sides of the 
bar. 

31 . (Previously Presented) The Device according to claim 27, wherein the at least 
one elongated magnetic device is arranged at a distance from the conveyer belt and 
this distance can be adjusted in order to have a change in a magnetic force of 
attraction on the closure lids. 

32. (Previously Presented) The Device according to claim 7, wherein the elongated 
magnetic device is followed by a connection magnetic device in order to achieve 
continuous conveying of closure lids. 

33. (Previously Presented) The Device according to claim 7, wherein the elongated 
magnetic device does not leave too great a gap to a connection magnetic device in 
order to achieve continuous conveying of closure lids, 

34. (Previously Presented) The Device according to claim 32, wherein the 
connection magnetic device is significantly narrower, preferably essentially half as 
wide as the preceding magnetic device. 

35. (Cancelled) 
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Appln. No. 10/083,249 

31 2 Amdt, dated July 30, 2007 


36. (Cancelled) 

37. (Currently Amended) A device for conveying metallic closures in an upward 
direction from a collecting place to a release place, wherein correct positioned 
metallic closures are selected during conveying and released at a higher release 
place enly-as_correctly positioned closures in a row of closures fo l low i ng f ollow one 
another closely; 

a)-the device having a conveyer belt adapted for transporting the metallic closures 
and a sensor and discharge device for detecting wrong-positioned closures and for 
individual lateral discharge of wrong-positioned closures; wherein 

b} a) along the conveyer belt to the sensor and discharge device a separating 
device is arranged above the conveyer belt and adapted to separate metallic 
closures for one or more of 

supplying more than one row of closures next to one another to the sensor 
and discharge device[[;]land 

guiding together several rows of closures into the row of closures following 
one another closely after the sensor and discharge device; or 

©> b) d i scharging t he wrong-positioned closures are configured to be discharged 
towards both sides of the conveyer belt at the sensor and discharge device. 

38. (Previously Presented) The Device according to claim 37, wherein laterally 
projecting guide strips are provided on both sides of the discharge device for 
conducting laterally discharged closures and converting a lateral discharge 
movement into a downward movement of said discharged closures. 
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APPLN. No. 1 0/083,249 

312 Amdt. dated July 30, 2007 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-9, 15-34, and 37-38 are pending, with claims 1 and 37 being the 
independent claims. In this Amendment, claim 37 has been amended to correct minor 
errors. No new matter has been added. Entry of the Amendment is respectfully 
requested in light of the following remarks. 

Initially, Applicant thanks Examiner James Bidwell for the telephone interview on 
July 30, 2007. In the interview, Applicant discussed with Examiner Bidwell proposed 
amendments to clarify the language of claim 37, for which Examiner Bidwell approved 
for entry in an Amendment under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .312. 

Accordingly, claim 37 has been amended to now recite "wherein correct 
positioned metallic closures are selected during conveying and released at a higher 
release place as correctly positioned closures in a row of closures follow one another 
closely" and "wherein a) along the conveyer belt to the sensor and discharge device a 
separating device is arranged above the conveyer belt and adapted to separate metallic 
closures for one or more of supplying more than one row of closures next to one 
another to the sensor and discharge device and guiding together several rows of 
closures into the row of closures following one another closely after the sensor and 
discharge device; or b) the wrong-positioned closures are configured to be discharged 
towards both sides of the conveyer belt at the sensor and discharge device." As 
acknowledged by Examiner Bidwell, these amendments clarify the language of claim 
37. Therefore, Applicant respectfully requests that this Amendment be entered. 
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APPLN. NO. 10/083,249 

312 Amdt. dated July 30, 2007 


CONCLUSION 


In view of the foregoing, Applicant maintains that the above-identified application 
remains in condition for allowance and that no new matter is added or new issues 
introduced as a result of these amendments. As always, if the Examiner has any 
questions or concerns, the Examiner is encouraged to contact the undersigned attorney 
at any time. It is believed that no additional fees are due for filing this Amendment, 
However, if there is a shortage or deficiency in fees, the Commissioner is hereby 
authorized to charge or credit any difference to the undersigned's Deposit Account No. 
50-0206, 


Respectfully submitted, 


HUNTON & WILLIAMS LLP 


Dated: July 30, 2007 
Hunton & Williams LLP 
Intellectual Property Department 
1 900 K Street, N.W. 
Suite 1200 

Washington, DC 20006-1109 
(202) 955-1500 (telephone) 
(202) 778-2201 (facsimile) 



George Y. Wang 
Registration No. 58,687 


For; Daniel G. Vivarelli, Jr. 
Registration No. 51,137 
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